PHYSICS GR-5
ENGLISH RATING FORM

PURDUE UNIVERSITY
Department of Physics
West Lafayette, IN 47907

Last Name First Name Middle Name
is applying to Purdue University for admission to graduate study in the field of Physics and
for a graduate appointment. The Department of Physics will appreciate your estimate of
the applicant’s proficiency in understanding and speaking English since almost all graduate
appointments are teaching assistantships.

Andrew Hirsch, Head, Department of Physics

Rating form for
English as a Second Language

I. COMPREHENSION

5. Understands everything; no adjustments in speed or vocabulary are needed.

4. Understands nearly everything at normal speed, though occasional repetition may
be necessary.

3. Understands fairly well at lower-than-normal speed with some repetition.

2. Obviously has trouble in understanding, frequent adjustments in speed and
vocabulary are necessary.

1. Understands only very general conversational subjects at low speed with frequent
repetition.

0. Cannot be said to understand even simple conversational English.

IT. PRONUNCIATION

_____ 5. Speaks with few (if any) traces of “Foreign Accent”.

4. Pronunciation understandable, but one is always conscious of a definite accent.

3. “Foreign Accent” necessitates concentrated listening and leads to occasional
misunderstanding. Words and sentences must sometimes be repeated.

2. Many serious errors in pronunciation (e.g. still sounds like steel, laws sounds like
loss), word accent (words are frequently accented on the wrong syllable), and
sentence pitch (statements have the “melody” of questions, etc.). Frequent
repetitions are required.

1. Very hard to understand because of sound, accent, pitch difficulties.

0. Pronunciation would be virtually unintelligible to “the person in the
street”.

III. GRAMMAR AND WORD-ORDER

5. Uses English with few (if any) noticeable errors of grammar or word order.

(OVER)



4. In general uses “good English,” but with occasional grammatical or word-order
errors which do not, however, obscure meaning, (e.g. “I am needing more English,”
“He gave to me the letter”).

3. Meaning occasionally obscured by grammatical and/or word-order errors.

2. Grammatical usage and word-order definitely unsatisfactory; frequently needs to
rephrase constructions and/or restricts himself/herself to basic structural patterns
(e.g. uses the simple present tense where he/she should use past or future).

1. Errors of grammar and word-order errors as to be virtually unintelligible to “the
person in the street”.

0. Speech so full of grammatical and word-order errors as to be virtually unintelligible
to “the person in the street”.

IV. VOCABULARY
5. Use of vocabulary and “idioms” is virtually that of a native speaker of English.

4. Rarely has trouble expressing himself/herself with appropriate vocabulary and
“idioms”.

3. Sometimes uses inappropriate terms and/or round-about language because of
inadequate vocabulary.

2. Frequently uses the wrong words; speech limited to simple vocabulary.
1. Misuse of words and very limited vocabulary make comprehension difficult.
0. Vocabulary is inadequate for even the simplest conversation.

V. GENERAL SPEED OF SPEECH AND SENTENCE LENGTH

5. Speech speed and sentence length are those of a native speaker.

4. Speed of speech seems to be slightly affected by language problems.

3. Both speed and speech and length of utterance are apparently affected by
language difficulties and limitations or by native language habits.

2. Speed of speech and length of utterance seem strongly affected by language
difficulties and limitations or by native language habits.

1. Speed of speech and length of utterance are so far from normal as to make
conversation quite difficult.

0. Speech so halting and fragmentary, or affected by native language habits as to
make conversation with “the person in the street” almost impossible.

COMMENTS:
Total rating (25 points possible).
x 4 (Multiply by 4 to convert score to percents).

Signature and address of interviewer

Form adapted from the American Language Institute, Georgetown University, Washington

D.C.



